
Tessa Moult - Milewska is an animation director who 
studied film in Poland, the Czech Republic, France and 
Indonesia, where for a year she also climbed on toxic vol-
canoes and chased Komodo Dragons. She believes that 
travelling allows her to explore the world further, while 
dreams allow her to travel deeper, which is why she 
loves animation and inventing worlds of her own.

Tessa enjoys screenwriting and directing animated films, 
especially when they’re in stop-motion. The thing she 
doesn’t like, is writing about herself in the third person.

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS:

– Sundance Channel Grand Jury Award (Creatures)  
– Papaya Young Directors 1st Award (Little Red)
– Polish Film Insitute’s script writing scholarship (Sara 
and the Scarecrow)
– Dolina Kreatywna – The Polish TV Channel TVP com-
petition for young filmmakers main award (The Designer, 
Spider and Flies)
– Darmasiswa – the Scholarship of the Indonesian Gov-
ernment to study in Indonesia in 2014/2015
– Paisa Films – a scholarship to study in the Warsaw Film 
School

TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA
BORN IN 1990, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, UK
CURRENTLY BASED IN WARSAW
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This series is a modern fairy tale about adventure and 
friendship between nine-year-old Sara and her best 
friend – the clumsy, but loving Scarecrow. Sara spends 
her holidays on an isolated farm with her Granny Yaga 
and their awkward neighbour, Mr Brown. The forest 
around is full of creatures inspired by the world mythol-
ogies. They impersonate the forces of nature, but often 
have similar problems to Sara’s.

During each episode Sara meets a new creature and with 
the help of the Scarecrow figures out how to help them. 
She learns a valuable life lesson that allows her to under-
stand the world she lives in, her place in it as well as the 
forces that rule inside her mind.

The first concept was created in La Poudriere and then 
presented at Cartoon Springboard and Animation Pro-
duction Days in Stuttgart. Tessa Moult - Milewska was 
also invited to participate in Cartoon Forum as a Young 
Talent.

The authors of the visual art are Mor Isreali and Banyai 
Zsuzsanna. They were also creators of the early concept.

SARA AND THE SCARECROW
DEVELOPMENT, ANIMATED TV SERIES 52X11’
TARGET AUDIENCE 6-9
WRITTEN BY TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA
AS PART OF THE POLISH FILM INSTITUTE’S 
SCRIPTWRITING SCHOLARSHIP



Jutka is a rebellious seven-year-old whose world fell 
apart when she was closed in the Lodz getto. Now she 
wants to get her childhood back. When a monstrous Mi-
notaur begins hunting children in her neighborhood, she 
learns she must follow the advice of her Grandfather to 
escape. 

This film is an adaptation from a book of the same title 
written by Dorota Combrzyńska-Nogala and the visual 
style is based on the ilustrations of Joanna Rusinek. 

THE SLEEPLESSNESS OF JUTKA
PRODUCTION, ANIMATED TV SPECIAL, 26’
WRITER AND DIRECTOR:
TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA
PRODUCTION: EGO FILM
EWELINA GORDZIEJUK

PROJECT CO-FUNDED BY THE POLISH FILM INSTITUTE



This series is a modern fairy tale about adventure and 
friendship between nine-year-old Sara and her best 
friend – the clumsy, but loving Scarecrow. Sara spends 
her holidays on an isolated farm with her Granny Yaga 
and their awkward neighbour, Mr Brown. The forest 
around is full of creatures inspired by the world mythol-
ogies. They impersonate the forces of nature, but often 
have similar problems to Sara’s.

During each episode Sara meets a new creature and with 
the help of the Scarecrow figures out how to help them. 
She learns a valuable life lesson that allows her to under-
stand the world she lives in, her place in it as well as the 
forces that rule inside her mind.

The first concept was created in La Poudriere and then 
presented at Cartoon Springboard and Animation Pro-
duction Days in Stuttgart. Tessa Moult - Milewska was 
also invited to participate in Cartoon Forum as a Young 
Talent.

The authors of the visual art are Mor Isreali and Banyai 
Zsuzsanna. They were also creators of the early concept.

RED RIDING HOOD - DPD
COMPLETED, 30’’ TV COMMERCIAL FOR DPD
WRITTEN/DIRECTED BY TESSA MOULT-MILEWSKA
FOR THE 5TH PAPAYA YOUNG DIRECTORS

AWARDS:
PAPAYA YOUNG DIRECTORS 2018 - 1ST PRIZE

https://vimeo.com/273664001
https://vimeo.com/273664001


In the magnificent and magical Whispering Forest that 
stretches over the shores of the Ice Bay, lives a Viking 
called Tappi. He is not a typical Viking because he does 
not use his sword. His favourite weapons are his smile, 
kindness and ingenuity. Tappi is the protector of the 
Whispering Forest and all its inhabitants. He will not let 
anyone be harmed and is always ready to help anyone 
who gets into trouble.

The TV series is based on a series of books by Marcin 
Mortka with illustrations by Marta Kurczewska. The pro-
ducer is EGoFilm Ewelina Gordziejuk and the supervis-
ing director - Piotr Morawski.

The Raconteur’s Tale – To the joy of the residents of 
the Whispering Forest, a Storyteller appears. Unfortu-
nately, instead of beautiful fairy tales, the newcomer 
speaks about the vices of elves, dragons and trolls. Fortu-
nately, Tappi will not let prejudices prevail and together 
with his best friend they search for the truth.

Tappi’s special skill – Our heroes are in a hurry to the inn 
when a malicious troll blocks their way. He will let them 
through the bridge only when they make him laugh, 
which turns out to be more difficult than they expect.

TAPPI THE VIKING
IN PRODUCTION, ANIMATED TV SERIES, 13X11’
EPISODE 4 – THE RACONTEUR’S TALE
EPISODE 13 – TAPPI’S SPECIAL SKILL
DIRECTED BY TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA
PRODUCED BY EGO FILM



Creatures is a grotesque love story about Harold and 
Matylda, two caricatures of people, trying to adjust to the 
black and white environment they live in. During their 
search for acceptance they conceal their distinctive fea-
tures, but they can’t hide their true nature.

Creatures was the 2nd most often shown abroad Polish 
animation of 2016 according to the Crakow Film Founda-
tion. It is currently licensed to the Sundance Channel and 
emitted in over 48 countries of the world.

The unusual aesthetics and woderfully run narration of 
Creatures makes up a perfectly devised film that enter-
tains despite its undeniable bizarreness.

									       
Mike Plante 

(Sundance Film Festival  Programmer and Jury Member)

CREATURES
ANIMATED SHORT, 10’, 2015, 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY
TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA
PRODUCED BY STUDIO MUNKA, INDEMIND 
TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA, WJTEAM

AWARDS:
SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL LONDON 2016 – SUNDANCE CHANNEL 
SHORT FILM COMPETITION GRAND JURY PRIZE
III PAZMANY FILM FESTIVAL 2016 – PRIMO SENIOR AWARD
CROSSROADS OF ART, MOSCOW 2016 – BEST ANIMATED SHORT
OFFELIADA FILM FESTIVAL 2015 – BEST SCI-FI AND FANTASY
PROWINCJONALIA FILM FESTIVAL 2015 – AUDIENCE AWARD

https://vimeo.com/164590458
https://vimeo.com/273664001


Spider and Flies is a variation of a poem for children by 
the Polish writer Jan Brzechwa. The story is interpreted 
in the context of the consumptive nature of developing 
cities, where the old and hungry Spider-town must use 
its tricks to capture a meal.

This is a stop-motion, cut out animation that uses collage 
and also fragments of films recorded in Warsaw.

SPIDER AND FLIES
ANIMATED SHORT, 4’, 2013
WRITTEN, DIRECTED, ANIMATED BY
TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA

AWARDS:
DOLINA KREATYWNA – THE POLISH TV CHANNEL COMPETITION’S 
MAIN AWARD
O!PLA THE POLISH FESTIVAL OF ANIMATION THE SILVER PRIZE.
SOLANIN FILM FESTIVAL – BEST ANIMATED FILM

https://vimeo.com/121591020
https://vimeo.com/273664001


The Designer is a lonely outsider devoted to his work 
- making the world a happier place. To cheat his own 
solitude he designs a creature in his image, but what if it 
appears to be better than him?

This stop-motion puppet animation was a diploma film 
from the Czech school FAMO, where in 2011 Tessa re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree in film directing. 

Onv one hand, the film captures the interest in Anglo-
American culture, and fictionally or aesthetically - the 
Victorian epoch, filtered by steampunk and burtonesque. 
On the other hand, work on the animation began during 
the studies at the Warsaw Film School, and the specific 
technique of stop-motion puppet animation is typical of 
animation from Central Europe, Poland and the Czech Re-
public. Besides, the director also studied in the other coun-
try - at the Film Academy Miroslav Ondrickek. But is “The 
Designer” a simple sum of the specific parts, a “European” 
note to Edward Scissors (1990) by Burton in the technique 
of a puppet film? 

Marek Bochniarz – 16mm Film Magazine

THE DESIGNER
ANIMATED SHORT, 13’, 2012
WRITTEN, DIRECTED, ANIMATED BY
TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA
PRODUCTION: FUMI STUDIO,
WARSAW FILM SCHOOL

AWARDS:
DOLINA KREATYWNA – THE POLISH TV CHANNEL COMPETITION’S 
MAIN AWARD
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL UP TO 21 - SPECIAL MENTION
SOLANIN FILM FESTIWAL – SPECIAL MENTION
PUBLICYSTYKA FILM FESTIVAL – SPECIAL MENTION



Life on Komodo Island, Indonesia, is a fairy tale of its 
own kind. Thanks to the power of a local legend the 
dragons were able to survive and live in symbiosis with 
people from the Village of Komodo. 

We follow the 15-year-old Siwa in search of his sister – 
Orah, the 3m-long, flesh-eating Komodo Dragon.

Siwa and Orah is a documentary film combined with the 
Indonesian shadow animation Wayang Culit.

The film had its premier at the Balinale Film Festival in 
2017.

SIWA AND ORAH
DOCUMENTARY, 17’, 2017.
DIRECTED BY TESSA MOULT - MILEWSKA
AN INDEPENDENT FILM FUNDED BY A 
CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN.


